
Integrating Native Shrubs
into your Landscape 

to Benefit Pollinators and WiIdlife

Don’t Forget 
the Shrubbery



Woody plants, both trees and shrubs, are often left out of the conversation 
when planning pollinator and wildlife friendly landscapes.

• Unlike herbaceous perennials, fruit bearing shrubs can do triple duty in the landscape;

• Flowers in the first half of the growing season provide food for pollinators.

• Fruit provides nutritious food for birds and mammals later in the season.

• Leaves of trees and shrubs provide food for hundreds of species of insect larvae, which are food for 

fledging birds in the spring and adults throughout the year.

• Looking around the natural landscape in April through July it becomes apparent that the flowering shrubs 
are probably the most abundant food source for insect pollinators; native viburnums, dogwoods, 

shadbush, hawthorns, and cherries produce hundreds to thousands of flowers per plant.

• Flowering becomes less prolific for shrubs come mid-summer, but at that point a profusion of perennials 
takes over as our fields, roadsides, and gardens are lit up with the likes of asters and milkweed.

Its only logical to provide a place for both perennials and shrubs in our gardens to 
provide wildlife with ample food throughout the year.



Maine has an outstanding diversity of 
native shrubs-

about 160 species.

60% of these shrubs belong to just 3 plant families-

• The Rose family (Roseaceae) has the most at about 47 species and includes 
the hawthorns, cherries, plums, raspberries, and shadbushes.

• The Heath family (Ericaceae) comes in second with about 30 species 
including everything from blueberries to rhododendrons.

Many of these species are specialists found in high alpine areas or wetlands.

• The Willow Family (Salicaceae) rounds out 3rd with about 20 species of 
willow.

• The rest of Maine’s shrubs are spread out over 17 other families, most with 
just a few representatives.



Lonicera canadensis
Fly honeysuckle



Lindera benzoin
Spicebush



Viburnum lantanoides
Hobblebush



Amelanchier laevis
Shadbush



Amelanchier stolonifera
Running shadbush



Prunus serotina
Black cherry



Prunus maritima
Beach plum



Aronia melanocarpa
Black chokeberry



Cornus alternifolia
Pagoda dogwood



Vaccinium angustifolium
Lowbush blueberry



Viburnum lentago
Nannyberry



Viburnum nudum var. cassinoides
Witherod



Rubus odoratus
Purple flowering raspberry



Spiraea latifolia
Meadowsweet

Spiraea tomentosum
Steeplebush



Cephalanthus occidentalis
Buttonbush



Prunus virginiana
Chokecherry



Sambucus canadensis
Elderberry



Vaccinium corymbosum
Highbush blueberry



Hamamelis virginiana
Witch hazel



If you would like to view this 
presentation again, please go to my 

website-
http://www.nativehaunts.com

scroll down the page and click on the 
Presentation Archive Link.

http://www.nativehaunts.com/


Native Haunts offers-
• Landscape consulting services for native 

plant identification, preservation, and 
cultivation.

• Invasive plant control strategies.
• Locally grown native perennials and shrubs.

• Locally collected native plant seeds.

Call Shawn Jalbert at 207-604-8655
nativehaunts@gmail.com
www.nativehaunts.com

mailto:nativehaunts@gmail.com

